Vandiver Lecture Thirteen - Oedipus the King I

To "expose the child" was to _______________________________________________________.

This was an acceptable practice in ancient Greece, and was not seen as ______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.

Oedipus is given the kingship of Thebes as a reward for

Homer says that when the truth comes out, Jocasta kills herself and Oedipus __________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.

Sophocles' Oedipus, however,

Sophocles adds other important details:

1. Jocasta gives the infant to a shepherd, who out of pity _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.

2. When Oedipus was a young man, a guest taunted him that he wasn't the son of the King of Corinth, so he went to Delphi to find the truth.  What did the oracle tell him, and what did he do as a result?

No one made the connection between the old man Oedipus had killed and King Laius of Thebes because

Sophocles does not focus on the murder and incest, but instead on

When the priest asks for help with the plague, Oedipus says that he's already done something about it by

Without knowing it, Oedipus curses ______________________________________________.

Tiresias does not want to talk to Oedipus because

Oedipus interprets Tiresias's reluctance as

and then begins to suspect

This is reasonable because

When Tiresias finally points the finger at Oedipus, Vandiver thinks Oedipus doesn't believe him because

Oedipus thinks Tiresias and Creon are plotting against him because he believes (falsely) that

Jocasta lets slip the one essential clue by "proving" that oracles aren't always true:

At this point Oedipus doesn't realize that he "pollutes the bed" of Laius in two ways, not just the one he is thinking of now.

1.

2.

When the messenger reports that Polybus is dead, Oedipus reacts with ________________ because

Jocasta realizes who Oedipus is before he himself does and she tries to stop him from asking more questions, but he misunderstands her concern.  He thinks she

The meeting of the two slaves from Thebes and Corinth brings together all the threads of the story and leads to Oedipus's recognition of the truth.  These two slaves are present at the two crucial events in Oedipus's life:

1.

2.

When put together, the evidence of the two slaves creates the whole picture.

Vandiver mentions Clytaemnestra's exposure of her breasts to Orestes in Libation Bearers and compares it to the scene where Oedipus puts his eyes out because

Self-knowledge is one of the central themes of the play. Oedipus thinks that Apollo has justified his belief in his own parentage because

The truth is further complicated when Tiresias says that the killer is a native Theban who has married his mother and killed his father.  The chorus doesn't see how this could be Oedipus because they've never heard

and they speculate on

Throughout the play, Sophocles sets up a symbolic equivalence between sight and 

__________________________, the opposite of what you'd expect.  It's the _________________ who know the truth.

Oedipus's name has two meanings:

1. swollen _____________________________

2.  I have ____________________________ and I _____________________________.

The story has its own logic and its own inevitability.  The Oedipus story Sophocles hands down becomes a paradigm for

Oedipus himself is the paradigm of any human being who looks back on a catastrophe and thinks, 

"I should have _____________________________________________________________."

